
TODD BUDKE, Lancaster CA

Back in the early 1990s, Todd Budke sat in the bleachers at a Palmdale city league game dressed in 
attire more befitting a day at the beach than on the ball diamond. Then came the call. A team on the 
field was short a player. “You want to play?” the manager asked him. Budke thought, hey, why not.
“They pulled me out of the stands and I was wearing shorts and flip-flops,” Budke says with a chuckle. 
“The first batter was a slapper and he hit me with the ball. I had three at bats and did put the ball in 
play, so they asked me back.”
From that less than stellar start, Budke went on to become one of the most feared and respected hitters 
in International Softball Congress (ISC) World Tournament history, making a successful transition from
baseball to fastball in California after growing up in Iowa. 
Todd was one of the best hitters in fastpitch for over a decade. His first taste of ISC competition was in 
1994 as a member of the Long Beach Painters. Following a one-year stint with Heflin Builders in 1999,
Todd joined Rod Peterson’s Farm Tavern in 2000, where he became a fixture for seven seasons. Todd 
was selected ISC All-World five times and captained Team USA to a gold medal in the 2002 Pan-Am 
games qualifying tournament in Guatemala. 




